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A Celebration Of Life
Gregory Dorris Bass

October 15, 1951 - December 3, 2022

Friday, December 16,2022 at 11:00AM
The Well Community Church
Fig Garden Campus
4545 North Palm Avenue
Fresno, California 93704
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Gregory Dorris Bass

October 15, 1951 — December 3, 2022
Obituary

Gregory Dorris Bass was born October 15, 1951 in Oakland, California to Dorris Levis
and Barbara Jean Bass. His early years were spent on the family ranch in Chowchilla; then,
at five, his family relocated to Pasadena, California, where he lived until he left for college.
The oldest of seven, Greg learned the value of hard work and dedication assisting his
father with yard maintenance, parking cars for Rose Bowl events, and other side hustles.
His mother’s love of the Lord and the family’s strong ties to church greatly influenced
Greg's spiritual formation and salvation. His strong work ethic and Christian faith formed
the cornerstone of his life.

Greg excelled in school and sports, especially football. After he graduated from Pasadena
High School, he played football at Pasadena City College, and then accepted a scholarship
at UC Santa Barbara. When Santa Barbara canceled its football program, Greg called
Coach Darryl Rogers at Fresno State and was immediately recruited. He proudly played
his final two years of eligibility as a Bulldog. Greg graduated from Fresno State, earning
degrees in Psychology and counseling,

Greg began his thirty-eight years career in education working with special education
students at the Diagnostic School in Fresno. During this time, he also coached football at
Healdsburg and Bullard High Schools. In 1989, he accepted a position in Clovis Unified
as a counselor in Child Welfare and Attendance office, eventually becoming its director.
As a lifelong learner, he earned an administrative credential, a masters degree and
ultimately a doctorate. Greg valued education as a key to lifelong success. He instilled this
value in his own children as well as many of the students with whom he came in contact.
Additionally, Greg was a dedicated member of CASCWA (California Association of
Supervisors of Child Welfare and Attendance). He served in many leadership capacities
and was instrumental in clarifying the education code to improve student attendance and
school discipline practices.

Gregloved people. He never metastranger and made everyone feel valued and heard. Greg
cared deeply for everyone. In fact, his dissertation addressed strategies for developing an
optimistic mindset. He possessed an infectious personality and was always positive. A
sports enthusiast, he passionately followed the Golden State Warriors, the Kansas City
Chiefs, and of course, the Fresno State Bulldogs. A masterful BBQ specialist, he created
many memorable meals for family and friends. He was renowned for his barbeque ribs
and secret sauce.

Greglost his battle with congestive heart failure on December 3, at the age of seventy-one.
He leaves behind his beloved wife, Mary, of thirty-six years, his cherished children, Taera
(Kevin) and Makenna, his siblings, and a host of extended family and friends. Although
he is greatly missed, his memory will remain in our hearts until we meet again in paradise.




