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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE
CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF SUPERVISORS OF CHILD WELFARE AND ATTENDANCE

‘ JANUARY 1984 :
| Sharon Rohrke, Editor - Merced Union High Schoo! District - P.O. Box 2147 - Merced, California 95344

“ DAILY ATTENDANCE -- THE GATEWAY TO EXCELLENCE “

EDITOR'S NOTES

During the 198182 and 1982-83 school years, 32 schools participated in a pilot study authorized by the
School Attendance Improvement Act (AB 3269/80). As part of the pilot study, each school planned and imple-
mented a variety of prevention and intervention strategies to improve attendance.

Because of this study all school districts in California now have data available from the State Department
of Education which can help improve school attendance in their districts. UNFORTUNATELY HAVING DATA
AVAILABLE AND IMPLEMENTING IDEAS FROM SUCH DATA MAY BE TWO DIFFERENT THINGS!

Though a State coalition of professional organizations and agencies addressed the problem of school attend-
ance and school climate, it is now time for these same organizations to begin actively in-servicing their members
and to begin implementing the ideas that were forthcoming from the study.

CASCWA is pleased that two keynote speakers at the Fall State Conference were representatives from ACSA
and CTA. CASCWA needs the ACTIVE support of ACSA and CTA if school districts are to be successful in
addressing the problems of school attendance and school climate.

ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP IS REQUIRED IF SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE TO EFFECT CHANGE
IN THE AREAS OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND SCHOOL CLIMATE!

Sincerely,

_Jas/%uw
Sharon Rohrke
Attendance and Welfare Official

Merced Union High School District

THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA REQUIRES:

EC 48240: The board of education of any school district and or any county shall appoint a supervisor of
attendance and such assistant supervisors of attendance as may be necessary to supervise the attendance of pupils
in the district or county. The board shall prescribe the duties of the supervisor and assistant supervisors of attend-
ance, not inconsistent with law, to include among other duties that may be required by the board, those specific
duties related to compulsory full-time education, truancy, work permits and compulsory continuation education
now required of such attendance supervisors by this chapter and Article 4 (commencing with Section 48450) of
Chapter 3 Article 2 (commencing with Section 48630) of Chapter 4 of this part.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

A PTROCLAMATION
by the Governor ol the State of Calitornia

WHEREAS, schools make substantial contributions toward the development of our young
people as knowledgeable, responsible, and productive members of society; and

WHEREAS, students wha do not willingly attend sehool on a regular basis cannot fully
benefit from California's educational program, and they disrupt the lparning experience of
other students: and

WHEREAS, the health and safety of students, teachers, and school stafl are regrettably
jeopardized by violent crime, drug tralficking, and vandalism in our schools; and

WHEREAS, students, teachers, and schoal staff have a right to be safe and secure in the
school setting; and

WHEREAS, it is the duty of all citizens and educational institutions to enhance the
learning experience of our young people by taking steps te limit truancy and eliminate schoal
crime; and

WHEREAS, a better public understanding of the problems of school safety and student
attendance will assist our citizens in fulfilling this important duty; and

WHEREAS, school™alficials and law enforcefment leaders must, during the 19831984
school year, focus attention on the issues of schoal salety and truancy and take the lead in.
developing solutions to these serious problems; and

WHEREAS, since its inception in 1381, California's Safe Schools Week has provided an
effective forum for school officials and law enforcement leaders to collectively seek ways in
which to improve school safety; and

WHEPEAS, the first observance of California's Year of 5chool Safety and Student
Attendance will further alert the public to school safety and truancy problems and will
encourage all Californians to work with school officials and law enforcement leaders to make
our schools positive and safe environments in which to learn;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor of the State of California, do
hereby proclaim the 1983-1984 schoal year as California's Year of School Safety and Student
Attendance angd October 26-28, 1983 as California’s Safe Schoeols Week.

1N WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal of the State of
California to be allixed this 7th day of October
1933

Govﬁmr of Fah fornia
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SCIH___'JL IMPROVEMENT: A BLUEPRINT I J?‘- ACTION
By: Mary Tobias Weaver

During the 1981-82 and 1982-83 schools years, 32 schools participated in a pilot study authorized by
the School Attendance Improvement Act (Assembly Bill 3269/80).
As a part of the pilot study, each school planned and implemented a variety of prevention and intervention
strategies to improve attendance. The seven strategies rated the highest by pilot site personnel included:

1. school-to-home contact 5, staff development

2. rewards for good attendance 6. cooperative community efforts
3. developmental strategies 7. attendance accountability

4, consequences for poor attendance

School-to-home contact. To enforce attendance regulations, attendance personnel or parent volunteers
made daily telephone contact with parents or guardians to verify and report absences. Other types of
school-to-home contacts included home visits to encourage parents to send students to school; parent-
student-school conferences to identify reasons for absence, to emphasize the importance of regular attend-
ance and to solve absence problems; newsletters; and media presentations.

Rewards for good attendance. Students of all ages responded well to incentives for perfect or highest
attendance. Schools rewarded students with school T-shirts, certificates, special field trips, ice cream
parties, paperback books, theater tickets, restaurant coupons, commendation letters and special privileges,
Classrooms with the highest monthly or guarterly attendance were awarded classroom banners or special
parties. (School staff should be cautious in using competition as the basis for giving rewards. Group
competition can backfire if individual students are identified as causing the group to lose the reward.
Rewards should be balanced with information about the importance of school and regular school attend-
ance).

Development strategies. Pilot sites provided counseling, tutorial services and alternative educational pro-
grams to promote student academic success and attendance. Through peer counseling, individual and group
counseling and school attendance review teams, schoel personnel were able to learn the reasons for absences
and then direct students to appropriate services and alternative programs.

Consequences for poor attendance. When conseguences for excessive absenteeism, tardiness and truancy
were established and consistently enforced at school sites, students came to school to aveid the conse-
guences. Schools used alternative discipline strategies that emphasized accountability for actions and
required students to meet certain expectations. Discipline strategies included inhouse suspension programs,
detention centers, Saturday school, School Attendance Review Board referrals and warning letters to
parents or guardians.

Statf Development. Pilot schools provided all staff team members — teachers, counselors, administrators,
aides and office personnel — with in-service training on attendance procedures, the link between attendance
and achievement, and the link between attendance and school funding. Many school personnel had not
previously considered the financial impact of inaccurate attendance records.

Cooperative community efforts, Some schools initiated or expanded joint efforts with law enforcement
officials to return truants to school. Such stay-in-school efforts reinforced the community’s emphasis on
school attendance and helped enforce compulsory attendance |aws.

Attendance Accountability. Pilot sites kept detailed student attendance records and had the necessary
information to identify good and poor attendance patterns. Attendance patterns were linked to appro-
priate rewards and consequences. Those schools that used minicomputers for attendance purposes reported
that detailed student information was a great help in monitoring attendance patterns and contacting parents
or guardians. However, having a computerized system without also using attendance improvement strat-
egies did not result in significant increases in attendance.
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AB 1615 CLUTE
MAKE-UP CLASSES (SATURDAY SCHOOL)

Districts should study AB 1615 signed by the governor on September 19, 1983. This bill could have
significant educational and fiscal implications. Following is the Legislative Counsel’s Digest regarding this
bill.

Assembly Bill No. 1615

CHAPTER 915
An act to amend Sections 37201, 37228, and 41601 of the Educational Code,
relating to schools.

{Approved by Governor September 18, 1983,
Eiled with Secretary of State September 20, 1982}

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1615, Clute. Schools: makeup classes.

Existing law defines a school month generally as 20 days or 4 weeks of & days each,
including legal holidays.

This bill would exclude from this definition weekend makeup classes conducted
pursuant to a specified statutory provision.

Existing law authorizes the governing board of 2 school district to maintain certain
classes on Saturday or Sunday, or both, and provides that attendance at these classes shall
not result in the crediting of more than 5 days’ attendance for the pupil per week.

This bill would add makeup classes to the list of permissible weekend classes.

Existing law also makes attendance at these weekend classes optional at the election
of the pupil or the parent if the pupil is a minor.

THIS BILL WOULD ALLOW GOVERNING BOARDS TO REQUIRE THE AT-
TENDANCE OF TRUANTS AT THESE WEEKEND CLASSES.

ALTERNATIVE ATTENDANGCE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM BASED ON ACTUAL ATTENDANCE

At CASCWA's Fall State Conference in Fresno, Mary Weaver of the State Department of Education
informed members that an alternative attendance accounting system based on actual attendance will be
introduced by Senator Gary Hart in January, 1984. The proposed legislation is a result of the success of
the pilot study schools in improving attendance (AB 3268). The bill will probably base apportionment on:

1. Actual attendance of students enrolled for at least a minimum school day plus the following
percentages of daily enrollment:
a. B% for K-8 reqular, pregnant minor, and opportunity classes.
b. 8% for 9-12 regular, pregnant minor, and opportunity classes.
c. B% for special day classes.

2. Continuation students — actual attendance hours (not to exceed 15 per week) plus 10% of actual
attendance.

Senator Gary Hart was a keynote speaker at
CASCWA's SPRING STATE CONFERENCE
in Palm Springs in May, 1983. He continues
to support legislation which benefits the
students in Califonia’s schools and will
sponsor the actual attendance bill.
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The Juvenile Court Law Revision Commission adopted recommendations for revisions to the juvenile
court law at its December 5-7 meeting in Sacramento. Details of the recommendations will be available
at the Spring Conference. However, an excerpt of the recommendations follows:

VOTE RECOMMENDATIONS

Unanimous Jury trials should not be provided to minors for the following reasons:
1. Notcompatible with the parens patriae concept of the juvenile court,
2. Too costly;

3. Not warranted based on the experiences of those states that currently provide
jury trials for juveniles, and

4. Not supported by any compelling argument.

Unanimous Make no substantive revisions in the Code pertaining to incorrigibility since it is
contended by the Commission that incorrigibility will, in meost cases, be reflected
in either truancy, runaway behavior, or Section 602 behavior. Any other behavior
that might arguably come within the meaning of “incorrigibility” would pose
definition problems.

One Expand the purposes and application of Welfare and Institutions Code Section 207
dissenting to assist the juvenile justice system in responding to the needs of runaways by
vote supporting the family unit where possible and expediting the runaway’s entry and

participation in appropriate programs where necessary.

Specifically, these objectives would be met by adding as one of the purposes of the
12-hour police hold now permitted the achievernent of a resolution of the initial
crisis that brought the minor to the attention of the law enforcement agency.
This resolution might include family reunification or immediate referral to existing
programs, and an identification of causative factors.

Additionally, the Commission recommends that the purposes of the 72-hour pro-
bation hold now permitted be expanded to include the provision of the following
services:

(1) Intake evaluation and assessment including the following:

{(a) Diagnostic testing (psychological, drug, health screening, family and
educational history, etc.);

(b} Parent/guardian — child conference; and
{c) Referrals out to appropriate programs.

{2) Follow-up at 30 days. The probation department would file a petition applica-
tion alleging the minor is a Section 601 violator if, without good cause, the
minor is not complying with the recommendations made during the intake
evaluation and assessment period. |f the court sustains the petition, it would
advise the minor that should the minor fail to participate in the program(s)
selected by the court, that the court could then impose up to 30 days of stayed
confinement time in juvenile hall.

On the other hand, if the minor continues in a runaway status, the court
would be authorized to issue a juvenile court arrest warrant. Following deten-
tion pursuant to the warrant the minor would then come before the juvenile
court for an adjudicatory hearing.
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Dr. William Booth
Administrater - Fresno
Student Services

4644 E. Weldon

Fresno, CA 93703




