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EDITOR’S NOTES

This special edition of the Intercom is devoted to SB 2208--alternative attendance accounting legislation--which

was introduced by Gary Hart on February 17, 1984 as urgency legislation. Information provided should be studied
and shared with your staff.

CASCWA SUPPORTS SB 2208. PASSAGE OF THIS BILL WILL BENEFIT DISTRICTS BY:

1. Simplifying attendance accounting; and,

2. Motivating schools and districts to develop and implement programs and strategies that would increase actual
attendance for apportionment and academic achievement.

Any questions regarding SB 2208 may be directed to members of CASCWA's State Legislative Committee, (see
page 11), or to Robert Bennett (916) 322-1472 or Mary Weaver (916) 323-0561 of the California State Depart-
ment of Education.

Sincerely,

_,B/%vmq
Sharon Rohrke

Supervisor, Child Welfare and Attendance
Modesto City Schools

(I have accepted this position with Modesto City Schools effective April 2, 1984 and look forward to new
responsibilities and challenges. CASCWA correspondence should be forwarded to the above address).

“ DAILY ATTENDANCE -- THE GATEWAY TO EXCELLENCE "
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CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF SUPERVISORS
OF CHILD WELFARE AND ATTENDANCE

S APOSITIONSTATEMENT .

Where we stand on . . .
Attendance Accounting Reform

Education is an opportunity and a right. Children and youth who exercise this right to
attend school regularly, have full opportunity for the basic education necessary to become
knowledgeable and contributing members of society. Absence from school, regardless of
the reason, limits the pupils’ educational opportunities. Because of the direct negative
effect on academic achievement, promotion, graduation, sense of worth, and employment

potential of our students, we have a responsibility to encourage and increase student
attendance.

CASCWA recognizes that poor school attendance is the most frequently identified
symptom of the potential dropout. Pupils who leave school prior to completion, face
statistically higher unemployment rates and lower earnings than do other workers; theyare
more likely to require public assistance; and they are more likely to engage in criminal

activity. CASCWA believes students must attend school regularly and willingly to receive a
quality education.

CASCWA recognizes the link between attendance and the amount of apportionment
revenue earned by schools. The current funding system for average daily attendance
(ADA) encourages schools to classify questionable absences as apportionment absences
because of the otherwise potential loss in ADA. CASCWA believes all absences, excused

and unexcused, adversely affect a pupil’s academic achievement, although CASCWA does
recognize there are legitimate reasons for absences.

CASCWA advocates a reform in the state ADA funding system from the current '
accounting procedure to one that would require a combination of actual attendance data '
and a fixed absence percentage factor to determine monthly earned apportionment.

CASCWA believes the reformed attendance accounting system would motivate schools

and districts to develop and implement programs and strategies that would increase actual f
student attendance for apportionment and academic achievement.

CASCWA believes that the recommended system would simplify attendance accounting

bookkccpin_g procedures and, thus, would make time available for attendance personnel to
implement incentive strategies for improving attendance.


































