
Students 

Experiencing 

Homelessness  

Ed Manansala, Ed.D., County Superintendent of Schools

Tara Turrentine
Homeless Youth Coordinator

El Dorado County Office of Education
tturrentine@edcoe.org

(530) 295-4539



Who are we?



Education for Homeless Children and Youth Act

• The McKinney-Vento Act celebrates thirty years 
this year (2017).

• ESSA amended McKinney-Vento, Title I, and the 
entire Elementary and Secondary Education Act in 
2015.

• Amendments took effect October 1, 2016

• California has already passed state laws that 
support compliance with some new ESSA 
mandates. 





Data
• Nation- 1.26 million children and youth, preK-12, 

identified and enrolled in school in the 2014-15 
school year.

• 3.5% increase over 3 years.

• 95,032 unaccompanied youth: a 21% increase.

• Infancy is the period of life when a person is most at 
risk of living in a homeless shelter.

• California- Over 300, 000 children experience 
homelessness each year, roughly 24% of homeless 
students in the nation are in California! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYKKMXpBryA


Poverty

Loss of 
loved one

Loss of job

Domestic 
violence

Natural 
disaster

Divorce/fami
ly disputes

Serious illness/

disability/depressi
on/ PTSD

Lack of 
affordable 
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Some Possible Causes of Homelessness
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Impact on Education

Achievement gaps between homeless and low-

income elementary students tend to persist, and 

may even worsen, over time.  

More likely to be diagnosed with learning 

disabilities.  

Homelessness in infancy and toddlerhood has been 

linked to future child welfare involvement and early 

school failure.   

Homelessness is associated with an 87% increased 

likelihood of dropping out of school. 
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Main Themes of Every Student Succeeds Act

• Identification

• School stability

• School enrollment

• Support for academic success

• Child-centered, best interest decision making

(ESSA updates in red throughout Power Point)



Homeless Definition
• Children who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 

nighttime residence. Defined as:

o A fixed residence is one that is stationary, 
permanent, and not subject to change

o A regular residence is one that is used on a 
normal, standard, and consistent basis

o An adequate residence is one that is sufficient 
for meeting both the physical and psychological 
needs typically met in home environments



Homeless Definition (Cont.)
• Examples of homelessness include children and 

youth living in:

o Shared housing due to economic hardship

o Motels or hotels

o Public or private places not designed for 
sleeping

o Trailer parks or campgrounds. 

o Cars, parks, and abandoned  buildings 

o Emergency or transitional shelters 



Homeless Definition (Cont.)

• Additional examples of homelessness include 
children and youth who are:

o Migratory children who qualify as homeless

o Abandoned in hospitals

o Unaccompanied youth



Unaccompanied Youth Definition

• Unaccompanied homeless youth is defined as a 
child or youth who meets the McKinney-Vento 
definition and is not in the physical custody of a 
parent or guardian



Homeless Definition (Cont.)

• To determine if a homeless child or youth lives in 
substandard living conditions consider:

o Health and safety concerns 

o Number of occupants per square foot

o Age of occupants

o State and local building codes



Local Liaisons

• Every LEA must designate a McKinney-Vento 
liaison able to carry out his/her legal duties

• Liaisons must ensure that:

o Homeless students enroll in and have full 
and equal opportunity to succeed in school

o Children and youth in homeless situations 
are identified by school personnel through 
outreach and coordination with other 
entities and agencies



Local Liaisons (Cont.)

o Ensure that access is provided and barriers to 
enrollment and retention are removed

o Public notice of educational rights is 
disseminated in locations frequented by 
parents, guardians, and unaccompanied 
youth, in a manner and form understandable 
to them

o Inform parents or guardians of educational 
opportunities



For Technical Assistance 
and 

to order Posters:

Leanne Wheeler, 
Consultant

Homeless Education
Coordinated Student 

Support Division
California Department of 

Education
916-319-0383



Local Liaisons (Cont.)

o School personnel providing McKinney-Vento 
services receive professional development and 
other support

o Children, youth, and families have access to 
and receive educational services for which they 
are eligible, including Head Start, early 
intervention (Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, [IDEA] Part C) and other 
preschool programs



Local Liaisons (Cont.)
o Children, youth, and families receive referrals to 

health care, dental, mental health, substance 
abuse, housing, and other services

o Children and youth who do not have 
immunizations are assisted

o Unaccompanied youth are enrolled in school and 
that procedures are implemented to identify and 
remove barriers that prevent them from 
receiving credit for full or partial coursework 
satisfactorily completed at a prior school, in 
accordance with state, local, and school policies



School of Origin Definition

• “School of origin” is the school the child attended 
when permanently housed or the school last 
enrolled

• Students can stay in their school of origin the 
entire time they are homeless and until the end 
of any academic year in which they move into 
permanent housing



School of Origin Definition (Cont.)

• School of origin:

o School attended when permanently 
housed or school in which last enrolled, 
including a preschool

o The designated receiving school at the 
next grade level for feeder school 
patterns, when the student completes the 
final grade level served by the school of 
origin



School Stability

• In determining best interest, the LEA shall:

o Presume that keeping the student in the 
school of origin is in the student’s best 
interest

o Unless contrary to the request of the parent, 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth

o Consider student-centered factors, 
including the impact of mobility on 
achievement, education, health, and safety



School Stability (Cont.)

o Give priority to the parent’s/guardian’s 
request

o Give priority to the youth’s request (in the 
case of an unaccompanied youth)

o If the LEA determines that it is not in the 
student’s best interest, the LEA must provide a 
written explanation of the reasons for its 
determination, in a manner and form 
understandable to such parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth, including information 
regarding the right to appeal



Transportation

• LEAs must provide transportation to and from 
the school of origin, including until the end of 
the year when the student obtains permanent 
housing, at a parent’s or guardian’s request (or 
at the liaison’s request for unaccompanied 
youth)



Transportation (Cont.)

• LEAs must eliminate barriers to the 
identification, enrollment, and retention of 
students experiencing homelessness (including 
transportation barriers)

• If the LEA of origin and the LEA of residence 
cannot agree on who will pay the costs, the two 
LEAs must share the costs



Immediate Enrollment

• McKinney-Vento students are entitled to 
immediate enrollment in any public school that 
students living in the same attendance area are 
eligible to attend; even if:

o Students have missed application or 
enrollment deadlines during any period of 
homelessness



Immediate Enrollment (Cont.)
o Students do not have required documents, such as 

school records, records of immunization and other 
required health records, proof of residency, 
guardianship, or other documents

o State Educational Agencies (SEAs) and LEAs must 
develop, review, and revise policies to remove 
barriers to the identification, enrollment, and 
retention of children and youth in homeless 
situations, including barriers due to outstanding 
fees or fines, or absences

o “Enroll” and “enrollment” means attending classes 
and participating fully in school activities



Unaccompanied Youth Enrollment

• Liaisons must help unaccompanied youth choose 
and enroll in a school, give priority to the youth’s 
wishes, and inform the youth of his or her appeal 
rights



Preschool Enrollment

• Preschools are included in the school of origin 
definition

• Liaisons must ensure access to Head Start, early 
intervention (IDEA, Part C), and other preschool 
programs administered by the LEA



Dispute Resolution
• If a dispute arises over eligibility, school selection 

or enrollment in a school:

o The student shall be immediately enrolled 
in the school in which enrollment is sought, 
pending resolution of the dispute 
(including all available appeals)

o The parent, guardian, or unaccompanied 
youth must be provided a written 
explanation of decisions made by the 
school, LEA or SEA, and how to appeal 
them



Dispute Resolution (Cont.)

• Whenever there is a disagreement, the school 
must:

o Immediately enroll student in school according 
to parent’s wishes;

o Keep the student until the dispute is settled;

o Provide transportation to the school of origin;

o Explain the decision in writing to parents;



Dispute Resolution (Cont.)

o Contact liaison to assist in settling the dispute 
with parents, guardian, or youth

o If dispute is not resolved at the district level, 
refer case to the county liaison

o If case is still not resolved, refer to state 
coordinator



Equal Access- The Invisible Homeless

• Homeless students should have equal access to all 
programs including:

o Gifted and Talented Education

o Special education

o Migrant education

o English learner programs

o Vocational education

o Title I

o State Meal Program

o Before and/or after school  programs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hH60VVWsRE


Higher Education Access

• All McKinney-Vento youth must be able to 
receive assistance from counselors to advise such 
youths, and prepare and improve the readiness 
of such youths for college

• Liaisons must ensure unaccompanied youth are 
informed of their status as independent students 
and may obtain assistance from the liaison to 
receive verification of that status



Coordination
• LEAs must coordinate McKinney-Vento and 

special education services within the LEA, and 
with other involved LEAs

• Information about a McKinney-Vento student’s 
living situation is a student education record 
subject to Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA)



Coordination (Cont.)

• Local liaisons are authorized to affirm that 
students meet the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) definition of 
homelessness, to qualify them for HUD homeless 
assistance programs



Title I, Part A

• Amendments take effect 2017–18 school year

• Local plans must:

o Be coordinated with McKinney-Vento 
programs

o Describe the services provided to McKinney-
Vento students, including with reserved 
funds, to support their enrollment, 
attendance, and success



Title I, Part A (Cont.)

• All LEAs that receive Title I, Part A funds must 
reserve (set aside) the funds necessary to provide 
homeless children services comparable to services 
provided in Title I, Part A schools:

o Amount must be based on the total LEA 
allocation prior to expenditures or transfers

o Amount may be determined based on a 
needs assessment and should involve the 
liaison



Title I, Part A (Cont.)

• Funds may be used:

o For homeless children and youth attending 
any school in the LEA

o For services not ordinarily provided to 
other students

o To provide transportation to the school of 
origin and to fund the liaison



Promising Practices
Trauma-Informed Practices: 

o Instruction, services, and policies that 
respond to the multiple traumas 
experienced by youth

Education Success Plans: 
o Goals and objectives based on students’ 

identified educational strengths and needs
Educational Team Approach:
o Adults supporting a youth’s school success
o Communication and collaboration is key

Connection

https://youtu.be/-jIdUbJ4AtQ?list=PLf89BHqc7u50LJpTeFMTot1v3mc8-fNW6&t=2


Resources
• California Department of Education’s Homeless 

Children and Youth Education Web page 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs

• National Association for the Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth http://www.naehcy.org

• National Center for Homeless Education 
http://www.serve.org/nche

• National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty 
http://www.nlchp.org

• School House Connection 
http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs
http://www.naehcy.org/
http://www.serve.org/nche
http://www.nlchp.org/
http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/


When you are in school, you have a desk. 
 

 

At Aunt Elsie’s, I don’t have a bed, 

But I have a couch, 

Which is more than my brother has, 

At Aunt Elsie’s, we have a shelf in the fridge, 

But there isn’t much on it, 

And it won’t even fit a gallon of milk, 

At Aunt Elsie’s, she yells at my mom, 

And tells her to get out there, 

And get a job. 

At Aunt Elsie’s, you can not spill anything 

Or you will have to leave, 

And then you wouldn’t even have a roof. 

 

But at school, you will always have a roof! 

And you have a desk.  It is yours all year, 

Even if it gets moved around the classroom, it is yours. 

You can drink milk at your desk, too. 

And lunch is free and doesn’t have to fit on a shelf. 

If it spills, the teacher just tells you to clean it up. 

At school, the teacher never yells at your Mom, 

And the teacher knows everybody is really trying hard. 

At school, you always have a desk, 

And you know that your brother has one, too. 

 
 

-By Beth McCullough, Homeless Liaison 

Inspired by a conversation with a homeless child in October of 2002. 

 

 

  


